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Gregg Zonnefeld

Philosophy of Education


Three words epitomize the heart of the Protestant Reformation and the Reformed tradition as a whole.  In turn, those same words serve as the heart of what the task of education is all about.  “Soli Deo Gloria”—Latin for “to God alone be the glory”—is the essence of what we are about at Central Wisconsin Christian Schools and what I am about as an educator and administrator.


Our task is to help covenant young people make “Soli Deo Gloria” come alive in their every day lives.  They are to see it in how I conduct myself inside and outside the school setting.  It must be reflected in the teaching in my classroom, the meetings with consitutents of CWC, and the coaching I do on the athletic field.  This modeling must also be the mold which we set for these children of the covenant, that they see no part of life which doesn’t demand Christ’s stamp.


Teaching is important.   Christ-centered teaching is essential.  Through the work we do at Central Wisconsin Christian, students can gain an insight into God’s hand in Creation which can serve them for life.  No longer will they look at life through their own eyes but instead through the eyes of faith.  An education which directs all areas of life to be seen and viewed via what Calvin called the “glasses of Scripture” equips our students to go on to lives of faithful service in our community and around the world.  It prepares them to be God’s instruments in a world that is desperately in need of Christian leaders.  We are preparing the leaders of the next century, the next generation that will provide spiritual and moral leadership to our churches and schools.


In my work as Director of Advancement, I carry the awesome responsibility of being a leader.  I have the privilege of representing CWC to parents, grandparents, alumni, business partners, and our extended constituency.  In addition, I have the exciting opportunity to share the CWC story with prospective families and others who are new to Christian education.  It is immensely important that I keep my heart and mind close to Christ in the work that I do.  As I provide leadership and disciple those whom I meet, I must do this work in love, remembering to keep “Soli Deo Gloria” in mind.  


As a teacher, I am to reach the students where they are, to look for ways to show them the significance of the Christian life and the joy they can experience when their hearts are one with the Lord.  In my history class, there are countless ties of faith to the actions of the peoples of the past and examples of the hand of God.  Through teaching Biblical Perspectives, I have grown spiritually as I challenge my students to give their lives over to Christ, to see how His Word can be their guide.  


In my work as athletic director and as a coach, I have an opportunity to help our students make the tie between their spiritual life and the use of their talents and abilities as athletes.  The umbrella of Christ-centeredness extends to athletics as well, where the lordship of Christ  can play such an integral role.  In a world where a “me first” attitude is so prevalent, it is my hope that Central Wisconsin Christian will train its athletes to be CWC—Champions with Christ.  How we represent our Lord and how we use our abilities to his honor and glory are what must be the heart of what we do. 


It is an interesting mix of privilege and burden to be an educator.  It is a privilege to be entrusted by parents who desire a Christ-centered education with their outstanding sons and daughters.  It is a privilege to have the opportunity to touch the lives of children and young people, to enjoy their company, to share in their joys, to walk them through their sorrows.  We who touch the lives of children also carry the immense task of leading them toward Christ.  This is a task that cannot be accomplished without the help of the Holy Spirit.  It is we who guide students, but it is only God who can bring the work to completion.  Through the cooperation of the Christian home, the Christian church, and the Christian school, we can do all in our power to guide students toward Christ.


Soli Deo Gloria.  Three words.  May they be the heart of my work as an educator, and may they be the heart of all that is done at Central Wisconsin Christian.
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