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There are few institutions in modern society which have more influence on our culture than mass media.  Their influence on our culture begins with how they reflect the current trends of culture, and at the same time they shape how values are perceived, events are interpreted, and trends are formed.  Increasingly, liberal non-Christian thinking is becoming more prevalent in the media industry, while Christian values are being trampled and ignored.


As Christians, we need to carefully examine mass media and take advantage of the opportunities we may have to gain influence in this important area.  In this class, we will examine several of the main areas of mass media and communications, and obtain a basic understanding of how each of these industries operate.  In addition, you will get an opportunity to try your hand at the work of media.  While we examine each area, we will also evaluate ways in which we as Christians can attempt to help restore Christian values to the media and how we can better make media choices in accordance with our calling to glorify God in all aspects of life.

Potential Course Topics
Unit One—Mass Media:  An Introduction

Unit Two—Print Media:  Newspapers

Unit Three—Audio Media:  Radio

Unit Four—Sight and Sound:  Television
Unit Five—Movie Industry
Units 2-4 will integrate theories of advertising, news, 

and the impact of the Internet on Mass Media
Absences and Make-Up Work
Attendance in class is extremely important for your success in this class.  Missing class frequently will lead to missing notes and make it difficult for you to adequately prepare for tests and missed listening exercises are nearly impossible to make up.  The attendance policy states that 9 absences from any class during a semester will result in credit not being given for your work in class.  

If you know that you are going to be absent, remember to obtain a planned absence sheet from the office to get assignments completed ahead of time.  If you miss school days due to sickness, come to me the day you return to get your missing assignments.  It is your responsibility to get your work.  All major assignments (tests, papers, projects, etc.) must be handed in or the student will be given an “incomplete” for the semester.  Late work will have 25% deducted per day late.
Assignments and Grading

Your grade will be based on a point value system with a percentage of points taken to achieve your final average.  Assignments will primarily be written work and responses to readings, discussions, projects, and listening exercises.  Grading will be based on content and completion, and will be assigned a point value.  Pop quizzes on reading assignments are possible at any time.

There will be several opportunities for doing special projects in groups as we study each portion of mass media.  Field trips and guest speakers are a strong possibility to enable you to see first hand some of the media concepts we discuss.  Your work on these projects and your level of cooperation will go a long way toward determining the direction this course takes.

As a connection to our discussions on media, you are to keep a log of your media usage.  Details on this log will be given later on in class, but it will be a portion of your grade in each nine week period.  This log will show what media you use, and also give you ample opportunity to evaluate various forms of mass media.
Tests will follow each chapter or unit, and will be comprised of multiple choice, matching, short answer, and essay questions.  Material will generally be reviewed in class the day before the test.  There will be a cumulative final exam at the end of the semester which will recap the entire scope of our work in mass communication.    Each nine-week marking period will count for 40% toward your final grade, while the final exam will make up the last 20%.

Approximate point values will be as follows:


Tests:

50 points

Responses/Critiques:
10-25 points


Discussions:
25 points

Papers:   25-50 points


Projects:  

to be determined

Effort grades will be given each quarter following the guidelines listed in the Student Handbook.  General attitude towards classroom work and discussions also will be part of effort evaluation.    Evaluation for effort will be as follows:



5—Excellent

Student is well-prepared, has no missing assignments, completes 





work beyond normal expectations, participates well in discussions. 



4—Good

Student has one or less missing assignments, does work well, and





participates often in class discussions.



3—Adequate

Student misses no more than two assignments, and does what 





required in class, participating in an average way.



2—Deficient

Student misses more than two assignments, does little participating,





performs below expectations on daily work



1—Unsatisfactory

Very often unprepared, numerous incomplete assignments,





extremely low work level.

Grading Scale

A
= 100-97
B+
= 93-91
C+
= 84-82
D+
= 75-73
F
= 66 and under


A-
= 96-94
B
= 90-88
C
= 81-79
D
= 72-70




B-
= 87-85
C-
= 78-76
D-
= 69-67


